
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVIII International AIDS Conference 2010 

by Datuk Zaman Khan, with additional text by http://www.aids2010.org 

 

The International AIDS Conference is the premier gathering for those 

working in the field of HIV, as well as policy makers, persons living 

with HIV and other individuals committed to ending the pandemic. It is 

a chance to assess where we are, evaluate recent scientific developments 

and lessons learnt, and collectively chart a course forward.  

 

This year’s conference was no exception. Given the 2010 deadline for 

Universal Access set by world leaders, the XVIII International AIDS 

Conference (AIDS 2010) held in Vienna coincided with a major push for 

expanded access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. With a 

global economic crisis threatening to undermine public investments, the 

conference helped keep HIV on the front burner, and was a chance to demonstrate the importance of continued HIV investments to 

broader health and development goals. AIDS 2010 was also an opportunity to highlight the critical connection between human rights 

and HIV; a dialogue begun in earnest in Mexico City in 2008.The selection of the AIDS 2010 host city was a reflection of the central 

role Vienna has played in bridging Eastern and Western Europe, and will allow for an examination of-the epidemic’s-impact-in-Eastern-

Europe.  

 

The AIDS 2010 programme presented new scientific knowledge and 

offered many opportunities for structured dialogue on the major issues 

facing the global response to HIV. A variety of session types – from 

abstract-driven presentations to symposia, bridging sessions and 

plenaries – met the needs of various participants. Other related 

activities, including the Global Village, satellite meetings, exhibitions 

and affiliated events, contributed to an exceptional opportunity for 

professional development and networking. Following the success of the 

pilot programme at AIDS 2008, the XVIII International AIDS 

Conference also provided or facilitated hubs (centres) where selected 

sessions of the conference would be screened, to increase the access to 

the conference programme.  

My attendance at the XVIII International AIDS Conference 2010 in 

Vienna is yet another milestone in enhancing my commitment to the 

advocacy of Harm Reduction and its related activities and the rights of 

the marginalised communities. 

At the conference, I was given the opportunity to engaged in dialogues 

with other law enforcers such as Col. Alexander Zelitchenko from 

Kyrgyzstan and Geoffrey Monaghan from Great Britain on barriers 

posed by law and law enforcers and the on-going advocacy efforts to 

solicit the support of law enforcers in creating an enabling environment 

for Harm Reduction activities to continue without constraints. The 

discussion also revolved around activities to raise awareness on 

HIV/AIDS and Harm Reduction and to increase engagement of the 

relevant stakeholders. There were two sessions altogether and they were 

moderated by Tom Lloyd, a retired Chief Constable. 

My poster presentation entitled “Police Influence in the Development of 

More Effective Drug Policy” attracted fairly good attendance. Many 

were surprised that a public health project which is funded by the 

Ministry of Health is facing barriers from the law enforcers. It was 

reinforced that Malaysia has a zero-tolerence policy on drugs and 

aspires to achieve the goal of a drug-free society by the year 2015. 

 

 

 

Saya berpeluang menghadiri 

Persidangan AIDS2010 di 

Vienna, bertemakan ‘Rights Here, 

Right Now’ yang menyentuh hak 

asasi manusia dan epidemik HIV 

sedunia. Persidangan kali ini 

banyak bertumpu kepada 

pengurangan kemudaratan, dan 

penerbitan ‘Vienna Declaration’ 

yang menggesa para pemimpin 

agar menggubal polisi dadah yang 

berlandaskan sains dan bukti yang 

kukuh. Perbincangan lain yang 

dibangkitkan di persidangan 

AIDS2010 adalah ‘prevention as 

treatment’ dan kemelut dana yang 

melanda negara-negara 

penyumbang.  

 

Salah satu topik yang kerap 

diperkatakan adalah pihak NGO 

wajar menyemak kembali kos-kos 

penyelenggaraan dan 

implementasi  program agar tidak 

tercicir dalam senario dana yang 

semakin tipis. 

 

Penyelidikan saintifik juga 

banyak mengupas isu vaksin 

HIV, dan jangkitan HIV pada 

peringkat paling awal yang bakal 

membantu ahli sains dalam 

mengenalpasti kaedah-kaedah 

terbaik untuk vaksin pada masa 

hadapan.  

 

Kenangan manis saya adalah 

pertemuan dengan wakil-wakil 

NGO dari negara lain yang 

banyak berkongsi pengalaman, 

juga tunjuk ajar bagi pelbagai 

program pencegahan untuk 

MARPs.    

    

Semoga bertemu kembali!  

 

Bakhtiar Talhah boleh dihubungi 

melalui btalhah@mac.org.my 

 


