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INTERNATIONAL AIDS MEMORIAL DAY 2012 PROMOTES HEALTH 

AND DIGNITY 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Petaling Jaya, 20 April - Promoting Health and Dignity Together is the global theme of 

the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial 2012. The news was shared by the 

President of Malaysian AIDS Council (MAC), Tan Sri Mohd Zaman Khan at a media 

conference to unveil the new lineup of MAC’s Red Ribbon Celebrity Supporters and to 

announce the Red Ribbon Media Awards 2012 here today. 

 

The theme aims to raise awareness around HIV and to promote respect for the human 

rights of people living with HIV. It is inspired by the Positive Health, Dignity and 

Prevention framework, a people-centered and human rights based approach to the HIV 

response developed by the Global Network of People Living with HIV. 

 

Observed since 1983, the International AIDS Memorial Day, which takes place every 

third Sunday in May, falls on 20 May this year. With 33 million people living with HIV 

today in the world today, the Memorial serves as an important intervention for global 

solidarity to break down barriers of stigma and discrimination, and to give hope to new 

generations.  

 

In Malaysia, MAC and its Partner Organisations, throughout the month of May, will hold 

multi-faith memorial services to remember the lives of more than 12,000 Malaysians lost 

to AIDS. Dialogues between key players in the national HIV/AIDS response and political 

and religious leaders are anticipated to mobilise the movement to improve access to 

HIV/AIDS treatment and to protect the basic human rights of people living with HIV. 

 

“Scientific evidence showing that antiretroviral (ARV) treatment reduces the risk of HIV 

transmission by 96 per cent points toward the direction of our HIV/AIDS response and 

to where our collective resources must be channeled in the next few years. This calls for 

greater advocacy to remove barriers that impede access to HIV/AIDS treatment and 

care, in particular the high cost of ARV medicines and stigma and discrimination against 

people living with HIV,” ruminated Tan Sri Mohd Zaman Khan on what the theme means 

for the Malaysian HIV/AIDS response. 

 

 

[END] 
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Malaysian AIDS Council 

The Malaysian AIDS Council (MAC) was established in 1992 to serve as an umbrella organisation to support and 

coordinate the efforts of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working on HIV/AIDS issues in Malaysia. MAC 

works in close partnership with government agencies, the private sector and international organisations, to ensure a 

committed and effective NGO-led response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  In addition to providing nationwide coverage 

of HIV prevention, treatment, care and support services, MAC and its Partner Organisations serve as the common 

voice for communities most affected by HIV/AIDS in the country. Learn more at www.mac.org.my. 

 
Contact 

Media & Communications Department, Malaysian AIDS Council 

Erni Zawawi │ +6017-232 6756 │ erni@mac.org.my 

Meera Abi │ +6016- 4146400 │ meera@mac.org.my 

 

http://www.mac.org.my/
http://www.mac.org.my/
mailto:erni@mac.org.my
mailto:+6016-%204146400
mailto:meera@mac.org.my

