
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

World AIDS Day 2010 – Media Campaign 

Stop AIDS, Keep The Promise – Universal Access & Human Rights 

Get Tested. Get Treated 

 

With almost 90,000 notified HIV cases in Malaysia as of end December 2009, with ten Malaysians testing positive every 

day, these statistics clearly reflect the severity of the issue in this country. This is a topic of paramount importance that we 

cannot afford to neglect considering the deleterious consequences it has on the health and socioeconomic development of 

our nation. 

Started on 1st December 1988, World AIDS Day is about raising funds, increasing awareness, fighting prejudice and 

improving education on HIV/AIDS. World AIDS Day is important in reminding people that HIV has not gone away, and 

that there are many things still to be done. It provides an opportunity for all of us - individuals, communities and leaders - 

to take action and ensure that human rights are protected and global targets for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care 

are met. 

Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise – Universal Access & Human Rights 

Universal access to effective prevention and treatment cannot occur without respecting human rights. The risk of 

HIV infection and its impact feeds on violations of human rights, including discrimination against women and 

marginalised groups such as sex workers, transgender persons, people who inject drugs and men who have sex 

with men. Protecting human rights and promoting public health are mutually reinforcing. Valuable progress has 

been made in increasing access to HIV/AIDS services, yet greater commitment is needed in Malaysia if the goal 

of universal access is to be achieved. 

In conjunction with World AIDS Day, the Communications & Media Department of the Malaysian 

AIDS Council (MAC) embarked on a media campaign featuring stories of People Living with HIV, 

Stigma & Discrimination, Anti-retroviral Therapy and informing all Malaysians on the reality of 

HIV and AIDS after more than 20 years of the epidemic. 

We are thrilled many Malaysians living with HIV had stepped forward to share their stories. Eric, 

23 years old, livng with HIV and a PT Foundation volunteer, expressed, ”I am very grateful for the 

love I have received from my family and friends. And this is the reason why I am able to stand here 

today and share my story. I hope you do the same to your loved ones too. Do not shun people living 

with HIV.” 

“We shouldn’t be afraid and hide. I’d like to urge everyone to get tested and get treated if you are 

infected with HIV. With early access to treatment, care and support, people living with HIV may 

lead healthy and productive lives,” urged Rina, who has been living with HIV for more than ten 

years now and actively involved in advocating for the cause and helping others. President of MAC, 

Datuk Mohd Zaman Khan expresses, “We have made progress in recent years but let us not stop 

here. A greater commitment is needed from all parties to ensure Malaysia is free from any negative 

impact of HIV and AIDS. In line with Y.B. Dato' Sri Liow Tiong Lai, Minister of Health’s 

summon, HIV and AIDS is everyone’s responsibility. Get tested, get treated, today.” 

 

The support from the media was generously 

overwhelming. With a total coverage of 

approximately RM 7, 000, 000 they have 

helped us to reach out to about 14, 000,000 

readers and viewers. 


