
 

Community AIDS Service Penang 
 

In November 1989, CASP was launched with seven founding members, drawn 

from the University (both Malaysian citizens and expatriate faculty on contract), 

the Penang Family Planning Association (FPA), and other private sector 

organizations. All were volunteers to CASP, holding full-time jobs elsewhere. 

Public education at that time was focused on the need to avoid sexual contact 

with those from “high-risk groups”; this gave a false sense of security to people 

outside of those groups, whilst providing little practical information on how to 

protect against infection to those who did see themselves as being at risk. 

 

 

November 1989 also saw the beginning of CASP’s collaboration with the Pink 

Triangle Malaysia when the latter visited Penang to provide an educational show 

at a local nightclub. 1989 was also the first year that CASP participated in World AIDS Day activities. For the 1991, World AIDS 

Day CASP set up a stall at the Penang ferry terminal, selling books on AIDS, CASP key rings and T-shirts; giving out free pamphlets. 

Where CASP has seen the need, it has produced its own information materials, including posters, leaflets and instructions on proper 

condom use. To offset some of its costs and as a means of advertising CASP services, key-rings, pens and T-shirts have been printed 

and sold. 

 

CASP organized the 27th International AIDS Memorial Day (IAMD).  This 

year it was a three-fold celebration; first was HIV/AIDS Information Booth 

at Penang Times Square (PTS) on 8.5.2010 from 10.00am to 6.00pm, second 

was the Formation of Human Chain Ribbon with 1000 people at PTS on 

8.5.2010 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm and third was the IAMD Charity Dinner for 

600 people at Bayview Beach Resort Grand Ballroom on 16.5.2010. 

 
For the 27

th
 time in the history of the AIDS pandemic, the annual 

International AIDS Candlelight Memorial was marked in Penang with 

vibrant display of community activism and solidarity on Saturday May 8, 

2010 in Penang Times Square.   

 

This year’s theme for the Memorial is “Many Lights for Human Rights,” 

with the hope to circulate and promote greater understanding about the legal 

barriers faced by the marginalized communities in obtaining access to 

antiretroviral treatment and care, HIV prevention services and basic healthcare, including for HIV-related diseases like tuberculosis 

and malaria.  

 

For the first time in the Northern Zone, Community AIDS Service Penang (CASP), mobilized 1,000 people from all walks of life to 

form the Human Ribbon at Penang Times Square. All participants were given a t-shirt, a cap, a LED light and a goodie bag with 

mineral water and finger food.  Volunteers came from as far as Ipoh, Kulim and Sungai Petani to participate in the Human Ribbon and 

help to distribute the goodies.  YB R.S.N. Rayer – ADUN Seri Delima, Penang officiated this event and promised that the State 

Government will help in anyway it can, so that CASP can cope with HIV/AIDS work here in Penang.  Also present was Prof Rusli 

Ismail, the Honorary Secretary of Malaysian AIDS Council (MAC) and Mr. P.R. Selvarajan, the Chairman of Community AIDS 

Service Penang. 

 

The Candlelight Memorial, started at 6.30pm was meant to remember those who have been lost to AIDS, to support those living with 

HIV and affected by its impact, and to move communities to action. Dr Zaki Arzmie presented a very touching poem on the pain and 

suffering of People Living With HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) which moved many to tears.  The event ended with a sing-along session taken 

from Michael Jackson’s hit, “We Are The World”. 

  

 

World AIDS Day 2010 TVC Shoot 
 

A series of television commercial (TVC) to commemorate the upcoming World AIDS Day 

2010 was recently shot at Studio Expose in Desa Hartamas. The TVC shoot took place on 

Saturday, 25 September 2010 and saw the participation of ten celebrities – they were Faizal 

Tahir, Fahrin Ahmad, Datin Paduka Umie Aida, Dayang Nurfaizah, Owen Yap, Winnie K, 

Uthaya, Anantha, Kenchana Devi and Joey G.  The TVC also featured three community 

members and the Chairman of MAF, Prof Adeeba Kamarulzaman.  

  

The TVC was yielded under the artistic direction of Mr Amri Ginang. This also marked the 

second year in a row that we forged this collaboration with Mr Amri as our TVC for 2009 

was also directed by this talented show-maker. The effort was anchored by the Media Dept 

of MAC, while CSR Dept was there to provide hospitality for the celebs. A full make-up 

sponsorship was provided by M.A.C Cosmetics.  

 

In total, four TVCs were shot in four languages; Bahasa Melayu, English, Mandarin and 

Tamil. All four TVCs conveyed the message of “Get Tested, Get Treated”, MAC’s official 

campaign slogan. This is a departure from last year’s theme that centred on the issue of 

Stigma and Discrimination. 

 

The TVC is set to be televised from mid-November until the mid-December, a period that 

will span the World AIDS Day Celebration in December. Media partners ASTRO, Bernama 

TV and Media Prima Group (TV3, 8TV and TV9) have pledged their support to air the 

TVCs during primetime news segments. 

 

CALENDAR 

 

World AIDS Day | December 

 

 

 
For more information contact 

Shabana @ +603 40451033 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

ADVOCACY MEETINGS 
 

World AIDS Day (National Level) 

in Kota Kinabalu Sabah and Kota 

Bharu, Kelantan 

 

 “Majlis Penyerahan Cek Anjung 

Damai” in Batu Arang 

 

International Drug Policy Seminar 

in Kuala Lumpur 

 

For more information contact Guna 

@ +603 40451033 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

MAF FUNDRAISING 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Melinda Looi vibrant “Circle of 

Hope” design t-shirt for sale 

 

For more information contact 

Shanthini @+ 603 40451033 

 

 

T-shirt RM40.00 
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Malaysian AIDS Council  

and Malaysian AIDS Foundation 

are on 

 
http://www.facebook.com/Malay

sian.AIDS.Council 

and 

 
http://twitter.com/macmafnews 

 


